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made viceroy of all the old Principality of the Zeta
by his father, the King of Servia, and transferred the
seat of government to Skodra. Dioclea vanishes from
view in the fourteenth century, and is now only a heap
of marble ruins.

During the reign of Stephen Dusan there lived in
the Principality of Zeta a noble Serb named Balsha,
whose family is thought to have come from Baux in
Anjou and settled on the eastern coast of the Adriatic
a generation earlier. Balsha was a man of some local
importance at the death of Dusan, and took advan-
tage of the weakness of the great monarch's successor
to seize the fortress of Skodra and make himself
master of the lower part of the Zeta as far as the
walls of Cattaro. His three sons further extended
his conquests ; the western half of the present Princi-
pality of Montenegro came beneath their sway, and
the proud Republic of Ragusa did not disdain their
alliance. When Lazar mounted the Servian throne
the power of the Balsha family grew in all directions.
Their sovereignty stretched as far as Valona in
Albania on the one side, and included Trebinje in
the Herzegovina on the other. They even made war
with ten thousand men against Stephen Tvartko, the
redoubtable King of Bosnia. Both combatants found
willing allies. The city of Cattaro joined Tvartko,
the Republic of Ragusa aided the Balshas, and the
latter compelled Cattaro to sue for peace. A little
later a much more dangerous foe appeared upon their
frontiers. The Turks were advancing through Alba-
nia, and the chief of the Balshas at once set out to
oppose them. The attempt was useless ; Balsha's